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Expeditions  2010

  KIMBERLEY WHALE WATCHING 

Whales & Reefs

T H E  G R E A T  E S C A P E  C H A R T E R  C O M P A N Y



Join us in 2010 for an exciting expedition to parts of 
the Kimberley coast seldom visited by other boats.

Kimberley Whale Watching, in conjunction with The 

Great Escape Charter Company, is offering the 

opportunity to join us on unique ÒWhales & ReefsÓ 

research expedition cruises from July to September 

2010.  Choose from either 7 or 8  day cruises, enjoying 

the glorious Kimberley coast in style and comfort, whilst 

contributing toward important Humpback Whale 

research.

Home to the worldÕs largest population of Humpback 

whales, with 13,000km of coastline, and 2,815 charted 

islands, the Kimberley coast is widely regarded as one 

of the worldÕs last great Wilderness areas.  Almost 

entirely uninhabited, every island wears a fringing reef 

rich in marine life. These islands and reefs are an 

important part of the whale nursery, as Humpback cows 

seek to shelter their young from bulls seeking a mate.

The iconic Horizontal Waterfalls in Talbot Bay  © Richard Costin | Kimberley Wilderness Photography
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Whale Research
The West Australian ÒBreeding Group DÕ 
population of Humpback Whales has staged 
one of the most successful population 
increases since the cessation of whaling in 
the 1970s, with estimates placing the 2009 
populat ion at approximately 22,000 
individuals.

Kimberley Whale Watching has been 
researching this population since 2006.

The focus of our 2010 expedition research 
trips will be photo identiÞcation, as each 
whale has a unique pattern of black and 
white on the underside of the tail ßukes.  
Data collected from the trips will be collated 
into a central WA database, and you will 
contribute to our understanding of this 
incredible population of Humpback Whales.  
A Hydrophone (underwater microphone) will 
enable guests to listen to whalesong, and 

you will be able to view marine life with drop 
cameras.

In 2010 our expedition cruises will research 
new areas of the Kimberley coast to expand 
our knowledge and understanding of the 
Humpback WhaleÕs Kimberley habitat and 
distribution.  Focusing on the offshore 
islands, we will visit the Lacepede Islands, 
Adele and Champagny Islands, and their 
adjacent shoals and reefs.

A Humpback Whale cow and calf breach off Cape Leveque, August 2008. © Annabelle Sandes | Kimberley Whale Watching 
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The extensive Kimberley reef systems are an integral part of the rich ecology of the 

region.  As part of our Kimberley Research expeditions, you will visit reefs rich in 

marine life and almost untouched by man. We will visit the iconic Montgomery Reef 

- at 292km2  AustraliaÕs largest inshore reef - to witness the specatular rush of 

water on a falling tide.  

Every reef is subtly different; some covered in dense kelp mats and hard corals, 

and others sandy cays.  You will discover magniÞcent sponge gardens, hard and 

soft corals, turtles, crabs, Þsh, nudibranchs and many other species.  With limited 

research on Kimberley reefs to date, 

you may even discover something 

new!

Reef Research



The focus of our 2010 expedition research trips will be exploring and 

expanding our knowledge of the KimberleyÕs offshore islands and reefs.  The 

Lacepede Islands, named by Nicholas Baudin in 1802, and halfway up the 

Dampier Peninsular from Broome, were once famous for their guano 

deposits, and are a major rookery for bird species including Lesser 

Frigate Birds and Brown Boobies.  Adele Island, 104km to the north-

east of One Arm Point and covered in saltwater couch grass, also 

supports abundant birdlife.

Wildcat reefs and Champagny Island in Camden Sound, encompass an 

area of spectacular fringing reefs that are yet to be surveyed. The wild and 

remote Wildcat Reef and surrounds are a haven for sea snakes, and  a 

resting place for Humpback Whales.

Offshore Islands
Brown Boobies

The Lacepede Islands

Turtle Reef, Talbot BayWailgwin Island, Deception Bay
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8 Day Itinerary
Please note:  The Kimberley coast has the second highest tidal variation in the southern hemisphere.  
Every  trip is dependent on varying tide and wind conditions, and we are at the mercy of Mother Nature.  
We may make some alterations to the itinerary to accommodate this for your comfort. Trips 1 and 3, and 4 
and 5 are travelled in reverse.

Day One 

After a warm welcome from the friendly crew, we depart Broome early morning for a spectacular cruise up 

the Dampier Peninsular, past pindan cliffs and turquoise water, to the Lacepede Islands named by Nicholas 

Baudin in 1802 after the Compte de Lacepede, a French naturalist.  The Lacepedes are a resting area for 

Humpback Whales.  After exploring the wonders of the Lacepedes we will anchor at Beagle Bay for the 

night.  

Day Two

We set sail early morning for Adele Island, passing Alarm Shoals and Tasmanian Shoals, both noted as 

Humpbacks whale congregation areas, and rich in marine life such as turtles, mackerel, tuna, sea snakes 

and dolphins.  We anchor for the night at Adele Island, an important bird rookery.

Day Three

Start the day with an early morning walk on Adele Island, and marvel at the meadows of Saltwater couch 

grass which shelter nesting birds.  After exploring Adele we will cruise past Dingo Shoals and Wildcat Reef, 

to anchor for the night at Champagny Island in Camden Sound.



Day Four

Wake early and explore Wildcat Reef, one of the wildest and most remote 

reefs on the Kimberley coast.  You may see sea snakes coiled on the surface 

of the water, and dolphins and other cetaceans sheltering behind the reef. We 

will anchor for the night at Augustus Island at the top of Camden Sound.

Day Five

This morning we will explore the extensive reef system at the northern end of 

Augustus Island, one of the most spectacular reefs on the Kimberley coast, 

before heading down to Deception Bay for a swim at Butterßy Gorge, and 

then on to Raft Point in Doubtful Bay.

Day Six

A bracing early morning walk up Raft Point to view an Aboriginal painting 

gallery, and then cruise to Montgomery Reef to see the tide cascading off the 

reef.  The waters around Montgomery Reef are rich in Turtles and crocodiles.  

An afternoon steam down to Collier Bay and the Travese Island Group 

provides ample opportunity for whale watching.  We anchor for the night in 

Talbot Bay.

Day Seven

Wake to the magniÞcent cliffs of Talbot Bay, followed by a thrilling ride through 

the Horizontal Waterfalls, which David Attenborough has named one of the 

Great Natural Wonders of the World.  Afterwards, enjoy a walk on Turtle Reef, 

a vast and extensive reef system, followed by a freshwater swin at Croc 

Creek, then on to Myridi Bay, 

Silicon Beach and anchor at Cape 

Leveque.

Day Eight

Early morning departure for a 

spectacular ßight from One Arm 

Point back to Broome.



MV Kimberley Escape
ÔKimberley EscapeÕ was the Þrst vessel to join The Great Escape Charter Company luxury ßeet. This 24 

metre mono-hulled craft is custom designed to provide an excellent level of comfort and practicality for 

adventure cruising. Carrying a maximum of 15 passengers, MV Kimberley Escape is fully air-conditioned, 

and designed to offer a relaxed cruise experience with exceptional deck space, making it perfect for group 

bookings.

Cabins are located below deck and can be conÞgured in either a double or twin format, depending on 

guestÕs requirements. One single cabin is available on request. Three well-appointed bathrooms are located 

on the main deck with easy access from all cabins. Guests can directly access these facilities when 

returning from adventures; a feature that is appreciated and often commented upon by our guests.

MV Kimberley Escape is in contact with the outside world via satellite phone, fax and email. She is also 

equipped with two onboard desalinators so 

there is always plenty of water for bathing 

and drinking.

MV Kimberley Escape carries smaller 

expedition vessels, which allow passengers 

to choose from a wide variety of activities 

available such as Þshing, SCUBA diving, 

mud crabbing, exploring and surÞng.

Four experienced crew are always onboard 

to ensure your comfort and safety.



Richard Costin (Kimberley Whale Watching) is your expedition leader.  Richard and his partner, Annabelle 
Sandes, have spent the last four years studying the behaviour and distribution of cetaceans on the 
Kimberley coast, spending up to three months at a time on their houseboat in Deception Bay.  A keen 
bushwalker, Richard is a documentary Þlm-maker with an infectious passion for the Kimberley coast.  
Richard has been walking and exploring the Kimberley for the past twenty seven years, and has an 
intimate knowledge of this spectacular region.

The Great Escape Charter Company is quite unlike any tour operator you have ever encountered.  Chris 
Tucker and his crew have been exploring the Kimberley Coast and the Rowley Shoals for over 20 years. 
No-one knows this regionÕs secrets like the team here at The Great Escape Charter Company!

We are committed to providing experiences, which are genuinely 
extraordinary.  Our hospitality is unique, personalized and world-class and 
our bespoke accommodation incomparably luxurious.  Our sumptuous 
gourmet food and wine events are as imaginatively varied as they are 
splendid and delicious, and of course, only an owner operator-based crew 
can provide the kind of attentive, individualized service you need to make 
your vacation absolutely stress free.

Rest assured that by journeysÕ ends, youÕll be describing your Kimberley 
Escape experience as Òthe most amazing, relaxing and enjoyable holiday 
ever, exceeding all expectationsÓ.

To us, tourism is not about getting mass numbers through the door, it is 
about making new friends and sharing our experience and enthusiasm 
with those seeking a true Kimberley adventure.

For us this is not just a job, this is our passion, our love, our life.

MV Kimberley Escape



Trip 1 (8 days)  
Saturday 24 to Saturday 31 July 2010

Broome to Camden Sound to One Arm Point - cruise/ßy! ! $5250 pp twin share

Trip 2  (8 days)  

Saturday 31 July to Saturday 7 August 2010
One Arm Point to Camden Sound to One Arm Point - ßy/ßy! ! $5250 pp twin share

(Inclusive of ßight from Broome to One Arm Point and return)

Trip 3   (8 days)  

Saturday 7 August to Saturday 14 August 2010
One Arm Point to Camden Sound to Broome - ßy/cruise! ! $5250 pp twin share

Trip 4   (8 days) 
Monday 16 August to Monday 23  August 2010

Broome to Camden Sound to One Arm Point - cruise/ßy! ! $5250 pp twin share

Trip 5   (8 days)

Monday 23 August to Monday 30 August 2010
One Arm Point to Camden Sound to Broome - ßy/cruise.! ! $5250 pp twin share

Dates and Tariff

4535

Please note:

Trips can be customized for special interest groups and scientiÞc organizations, 
based on a whole boat charter.  POA

All trips inclusive of ßights from Broome to One Arm Point and/or return.



For bookings please contact
Kimberley Whale Watching 

(0409) 886 350! !  
kimberleywhales@bigpond.com

We will hold a tentative reservation for you for 21 days 
pending receipt of a 20% non-refundable deposit, 

payable to The Great Escape Charter Company,  and a 
completed reservation form.

The payment of deposit secures your place and the 

signed reservation form is  acknowledgement that you 
have read, understood and agree to the booking 

conditions available with The Great Escape Charter 
Company.

We will conÞrm your reservation to you in writing on 

receipt of your deposit payment. Two 20% part 
payments will be due 4 months and 6 months after the 

initial deposit is paid. The balance of your fare is due to 
be received by us no later than 8  weeks before 

departure. For reservations made within 8  weeks, full 

fare is required immediately.

If any payments are not received by due date, The Great 

Escape Charter Company reserves the right to refuse 
boarding.

Reservations
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